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Purpose & Objectives- 

The purpose of this project is to observe how people are engaging with their television 

programming. With much advancement in technology, television has not only left its original 

format, but can be manipulated using many different tools.  Our interests and objectives 

include: 

• In addition to television, what other tools are watchers using to view their 

programming 

• What current technology is of interest to the users 

• What settings/states (of being) do individuals prefer to watch television in 

Methodology- 

After questions were developed, our group selected three college students to interview 

regarding television watching habits. Tim Adam and Jon were all asked the same questions: 

1. Do you ever watch television programs on something besides a TV? What? And why do 

you do this? 

2. Do you have TiVO, DVR, or the start over feature? How do you use this and why? 

3. Finish the sentence. If I missed the season finale of my favorite show I would ____. 

4. What are some of the reasons as to why you wouldn't watch a television program at its 

scheduled time? 

5. What is the most exciting (or your favorite) television technology and why? 

6. If you could change one thing about traditional television viewing, what would it be and 

why? 

7. What is your perfect situation for watching television? 

The interviews were conducted by group member Nicholas Dietz, and were recorded using a 

computer with a microphone, and software. Once all interviews were captured, they were 

converted into mp3 format, and uploaded onto our wordpress.com blogs.  

Results- 

After the interviews with our subjects, some answers were varied between the interviewees 

but a lot of answers provided for consistent or similar responses which aided in an accurate 

sense of direction. 



In addition to television, what other tools are watchers using to view their programming: 

All subjects interviewed stated that they use a computer for watching television programming. 

With a growing television library available on the net, and the convenience of “watch anytime” 

programming, it seems like the internet is becoming a dominant tool for watching television.  

“I would occasionally watch a television program on my computer and that way I can watch it 

when I would like to and also I can sometimes skip over commercials or avoid them all 

together” – Tim 

“I always watch all my television programming on a television, but through my computer” – 

Adam 

“…a laptop because a lot of times I miss things when they first aired so I have to download them 

later and watch them” – Jon 

In addition to these responses, when the question “Finish this sentence, if I miss my season 

finale of my favorite show I would…” was posed to the interviewees, virtually all of them 

answered the question by stating that they would download it. 

What current technology is of interest to the users? 

The general consensus of the interviewed group regarding new television programming was 

really centered towards High Definition Television (HDTV). With the new digital transition, most 

television stations are broadcasting their feeds in higher, digital quality, and also high 

definition.  

“40 inches, 1080p, 120 hertz” – Adam (referring to the quality of his television) 

“High-definition, things look a lot clearer!” – Jon 

What settings/states (of being) do individuals prefer to watch television in? 

The overall answer to this question varied, but it seemed that the answers all dealt with the 

viewers comfort zones, and what really perfected/would perfect their television watching 

experience.  

“My perfect television situation would be to watch whatever shows that I would like to watch 

whenever without commercials” – Tim 

“On my couch” – Adam 

“Watching it on a big-screen television” -Jon 



Conclusion- 

After conducting our interviews, we received different ideas about the way individuals engage 

with television programming. The first and most noticeable trait is that all of the interviewees in 

this study frequently use their computer to watch television programming. With the internet 

growing at such a fast pace, it seems that there are becoming a multitude of sites directed to 

television and its various programming. Another thing that was noticeable was the different 

technologies that allow you to manipulate your programming. Some of the interviewees take 

advantage of services like the “start over” feature, which allows you to start a show from the 

beginning if you happened to miss any of it.  

Transcripts- 

Interview # 1 

Nicholas Dietz: Do you ever watch television programs on something besides a TV? What and 

why do you do this? 

Tim:  I would occasionally watch a television program on my computer and that way I can 

watch it when I would like to and also I can sometimes skip over commercials or avoid them all 

together 

ND:  Do you have a TiVo, DVR or the start over feature and how do you use this and why? 

Tim: I do not have those except for the start over feature and I don’t really use those 

ND: Finish this sentence, if I miss my season finale of my favorite show I would… 

Tim: I would download it from the Internet and then watch it when it is convenient for me 

ND: What are some of the reasons as to why you wouldn’t watch a TV program at its schedule 

time? 

Tim: If I was unavailable at the schedule time I would not watch it then 

ND: What is the most exciting TV technology to you and why? 

Tim: The thing that I find really exciting with new television technology is a sling box where you 

can watch any TV program from anywhere in the world 

ND: If you can change one thing about traditional television viewing, what would it be and why? 



Tim: I think it would be really great to have every show ever made on demand where you can 

watch anything at anytime you ever wanted to 

ND: And finally, what would be your perfect TV watching situation? 

Tim: My perfect television situation would be to watch whatever shows that I would like to 

watch whenever without commercials 

ND: Thank you 

  

Interview # 2 

Nicholas Dietz: Do you ever watch television programs on something besides a TV? What and 

Why do you do this? 

Adam: I always watch all my television programming on a television, but through my computer 

ND: Ok, Why? 

Adam: Well I don’t see the point in paying for cable, I use to have a DVR and excluded the 

commercials, but ever since I started downloading and Hulu came out I don’t see the point 

ND:  Well that brings me to my next question- Do you have TiVo, DVR or the start over feature 

and how do you use this and why? 

Adam: I use to have a DVR but ever since I came to the conclusion that paying for cable is for 

suckers, I don’t anymore 

ND: Finish this sentence, if I miss my season finale of my favorite show I would… 

Adam: download it 

ND: What are some of the reasons as to why you wouldn’t watch a TV program at its schedule 

time? 

Adam: if I am busy, sleeping, or if I really just want to watch the entire season without any 

interruptions 

ND: What is the most exciting TV technology to you and why? 

Adam: 40 inches, 1080p, 120 hertz 

ND: If you can change one thing about traditional television viewing, what would it be and why? 



Adam: A couple of things, whenever you are in the middle of watching a television show and 

they advertise for another television show in the middle of the programming and it takes up at 

least a quarter of the television screen or whenever they say “You are watching FOX” and I 

already know I am watching FOX, I don’t need to be reminded of it 

ND: And finally, what would be your perfect TV watching situation? 

Adam: On my couch 

ND: Thank you.  

Interview #3: 

Nicholas Dietz: Do you ever watch television programs on something besides a TV? What and 

Why do you do this? 

Jon: Yes, a laptop because a lot of times I miss things when they first aired so I have to 

download them later and watch them 

ND:  Do you have TiVo, DVR or the start over feature and how do you use this and why? 

Jon: I have a start over feature, anytime I turn on a movie and it’s in the middle, just hit the 

select button and it starts it over because I like to watch things from the beginning 

ND: Finish this sentence, if I miss my season finale of my favorite show I would… 

Jon: Download it 

ND: What are some of the reasons as to why you wouldn’t watch a TV program at its schedule 

time? 

Jon: A lot of times I don’t want to watch the commercials, but if you download it you can 

eliminate all the commercials 

ND: What is the most exciting TV technology to you and why? 

Jon: High-definition, things look a lot clearer 

ND: If you can change one thing about traditional television viewing, what would it be and why? 

Jon: Less commercials, just a waste of time 

ND: And finally, what would be your perfect TV watching situation? 

Jon: Watching it on a big-screen television 



ND: Thank you 

Interview Guide- 

Topic: How are people engaging with their television programming. 

Objectives:  

To learn the most popular alternatives to the traditional method of watching television 

To learn the most common reasons why people turn to alternative methods of watching 

television 

Questions: 

1. Do you ever watch television programs on something besides a TV? What? And why do 

you do this? 

2. Do you have TiVO, DVR, or the start over feature? How do you use this and why? 

3. Finish the sentence. If I missed the season finale of my favorite show I would ____. 

4. What are some of the reasons as to why you wouldn't watch a television program at its 

scheduled time? 

5. What is the most exciting (or your favorite) television technology and why? 

6. If you could change one thing about traditional television viewing, what would it be and 

why? 

7. What is your perfect situation for watching television? 

 


